
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear NCC family, 

There is so much to communicate. We are not sending a normal newsletter this month due to the fact 

that all of our events are cancelled, and I wanted to share some important information with you, as well 

as updating you on the status of the the church and what we are planning.  

How is everyone doing?  

That’s the first question that we’ve been working to answer. We want to meet needs where they exist. 

The bottom line is that right now almost everyone is very positive and doing OK. Almost everyone is 

asking about others. We have helped a few families with food, and will continue to do so. We know that 

in the coming weeks more people will be out of work. If you are affected please let us know. 

When will we meet again?  

Only the Lord knows. We pray that this is over very soon. However, for now we are planning for it to last 

for months instead of weeks. As soon as we believe we can safely meet without endangering anyone we 

will do so.  

Is not meeting the right thing to do?  

100% yes. Both biblically and culturally, I believe the answer is yes. I want to share with you several 

thoughts about why not meeting is the most faithful thing we can do.  

Let’s start with the Bible. Jesus made it clear for us what all of the law of God was about in the 12th 

chapter of Mark. Here is what he says when asked what is most important: 30 “Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The 

second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” As 

followers of Jesus we do not consider ourselves first. We consider our neighbor above ourselves. 

But the bible is more specific than that, regarding this very situation. You can read about it in Leviticus. 

Yes, the boring long book of weird regulations! Chapters 13-15 deals specifically with infectious 

diseases, and here is the short version: if a person was thought to have a disease they would visit the 

priest, who would then examine them. The reason they visited the priest was because in those days, the 

priests were trained in what to look for (please don’t come to the ministers to determine if you are 

sick😊… we’re not trained). If they were determined to be contagious, they would be sent away from 

others. After 7 days they could be examined again. These directions were specifically from God to Moses 

for how to keep people safe. They were to keep away from others! Why? Because God loves people and 
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wants his people to love each other! Leviticus 19:16b says, “‘Do not do anything that endangers your 

neighbor’s life. I am the Lord.”  

When God directly says “Do not endanger your neighbor’s life”, we must take that seriously. He didn’t 

tell Israel that they were a chosen nation so they would not get sick. He did not tell them that if they got 

sick He would heal them. He did not tell them that if they pray, the sickness would disappear. He said 

that if they determine there is a contagious disease among themselves, you should not come in contact 

with it.  

Having faith in God means doing what He says and leaving the results to Him. We are more faithful 

when we do not meet than we would be if we were to say that He will protect us if we do meet.  

The truth is, we do not yet have a way to determine  who is infected and who is not. The symptoms are 

nearly non-existant in many carriers. If we take seriously the command to not harm our neighbor and to 

love our neighbor we will do everything we can to keep from spreading this virus.  

How do I watch services? 

Right now there are two options. First is the live option on the Newton Christian Church Facebook page. 

Second, you can just go to www.newtonchristianchurch.com and watch the recorded service after we 

get it posted. The 3/29 service is currently posted.  

This has been a challenge for us. We were working towards being able to go online prior to the Covid-19 

shut down but were not even close to being ready. It has been a scramble for us. We have been 

fortunate to have people with knowledge and equipment we can borrow to get things going. We are 

getting better at it every week.  

We are working on getting the live feed on the website in the near future. Also, we’ve found a free 

resource that we feel would be the best format for us right now, and we’re currently working on getting 

it implemented. We’ll let you know when it is up and running … we’re doing our best to keep things as 

simple as possible for everyone.  

How do I stay connected?  

The best way is Facebook. The very website your Pastor has been avoiding is now one of the things he is 

praising God for! If you have a computer and do not have a Facebook account, I encourage you to get 

one. If you only want to use Facebook for church, by all means feel free to do so – that’s what I’m doing. 

You can also call the office. We are trying to keep our distance as a staff but someone is in everyday. If 

we don’t answer just leave a message.  

How is the church financially?  

So far, we have not seen a decline in giving over the last few weeks. I commend you for your faithfulness 

and for putting out extra effort to mail your checks or set up online giving.  

It would be good for you to know where we are as a whole for the year as well. We increased the budget 

this year to offer more support to the children and youth programs. Most of you have seen the benefits 

of this in all of the things that Kendall and Patti have been doing. We also included the building payment 

in the regular budget. We are tracking the building giving separately but it is now part of the regular 
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budget.  The general fund budget includes the $5,000 per month payment that was not in the budget in 

previous years. These are the main reasons the budget is increased for 2020.  

Here is where we are for year-to-date (YTD):  

General fund giving YTD: $63,132.19;  Budgeted needs YTD: $73,500.05 – which leaves us approx. 

$10,000 short of budget, or about $769.00 a week short. The “giving vs budget viewpoint” is one way to 

look at it, but the better indicator of our financial health is “income vs spending.” For the last several 

years, we have been able to finish the year under budget in spending. We have remained very level in 

funds available. This means that we have not spent more than what has come in. From Jan 1, 2020 to 

April 1, 2020 we have spent only $3,000 more than what has come in. Though this is not good, it is a 

smaller deficit that is part of normal fluctuations in giving and spending.  

As things stand right now, we continue to maintain enough funds to operate for 6 months if giving 

stopped. We are holding a higher cash reserve than usual because of the requirement by our creditor to 

have a “rainy day fund”. The church is very strong financially and with continued faithfulness we are in 

good shape to survive this crisis.  

We are making contingency plans in case this crisis continues to affect our community and members. 

We are talking with our creditor to get assistance so that we can be in the best possible position to 

continue to minister to our people and our surrounding communities.  

Thank you: 

Thank you for staying engaged. Thank you for praying. Thank you for serving and leading your family. 

Thank you for serving those in need. Christ will give us strength to get through this. We love and miss all 

of you.  

Blessings,  

Pastor Justin 

 

PS. Here are the birthdays and anniversaries for April.  

4/3 Benjamin Pauls, Kenall Reimer 
4/7 Danny Bergman 
4/9 Audrey Cherney 
4/10 Amber Wenzel, Linda Hingst 
4/11 Kendall Eden 
4/12 Tailynn Goalden 
4/14 Randy Pauls, Amber Chalashtari 
4/16 Jude Pauls, Justin Braker 
4/17 Owen Myers 
4/18 Jack Church 
 

4/23 John Rhodes 
4/25 Karen Hankins 
4/26 Logan Dick 
4/27 Austin Hastings 
4/28 Mike Fry 
4/30 Anderson Braker 
 
Anniversaries 
4/11 Brian and Cindy Simmons 
4/21 Nathan and Kelly Grosse 
4/29 Tracy and Carol Budde 

 


